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\ssistance for Public Participation

The Department of
Defense provides
Technical Assistance
to help TRCs and
RABs better
understand the
scientific and
engineering issues
underlying an
installation’s
environmental
restoration

activities,

! g ‘echnical Assistance for Public Participation is a new Department
of Defense (DoD) program that provides a mechanism for commu-
nity members of Restoration Advisory Boards (RABs) and Technical

"Review Committees (TRCs) to obtain technical assistance to help

them understand and provide input into Dol)’s environmental restora-
tion program. |

Smmg

A final rule was published on February 2, 1998, During 1997, in
preparation for the rule’s publication, Do} trained over 100 of its
employeés from around the country in the TAPP process. RABs may
now request this TAPP training through their DoD Co-Chair.

How Does TAPP
Work?

The community members of
RABsor TRCs decide ona
task that will help them
participate more effectively
in the environmental restora-
tion program at an installa-
tion and apply for assistance
through the DoD Co-Chair.
DoD takes care of the admin-
istrative end - preparing a
Statement of Work and
procuring a technicai assis-
tance provider.
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The community members of the RAB or TRC may be called upon to
support the procurement process by reviewing and providing com-
ment on potential providers should more than one meet the estab-
lished criteria. Because the TAPP program takes advantage of an
accelerated procurement procedure using purchase orders, support
should be available within a very short time of establishing the need.
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What TAPP is...

A way for the government to obtain
alternative support for those RABs and
TRCs that desire technical assistance.

A means for RABs and TRCs to better
understand the IRP.

A government program using purchase

orders to obtain support for community
members of RABs or TRCs

How Can You Get Involved in a RAB?

What TAPP is not...

A requirement for RABs or TRCs 1o
abandon existing working relatienships
or methods of obtaining meaningful
technical support.

A grant to RABs or TRCs, nor a blank
check to use at their discretion.

A means for RABs or TRCs to perform
sampling or other fimctions which should
be carried out by the installation.

Most installations that have cleanup programs also have established RABs. This is especially
true at closing installations. For more information about forming or participating in a RAR,
please contact the Public Affairs Office at your local installation or consult the Directory of
Restoration Advisory Boards, available on the World Wide Web at:

hitp://fwww.dtic. mi[/envimdod/ra:b/inff‘ga html




